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ESCHEWING TRADITIONAL DESERT MODERNISM, A LAS VEGAS RESIDENCE COMBINES A RANGE OF STYLES WITH AN
OVERARCHING REFINEMENT FOR A DESIGN EXTRAVAGANZA.
Iy RACHEL GALLAHER  Photographed by DOUGLAS FRIEDNMAN
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n lave 200%, when architect Dunbel Joseph Chendn me
the client tor his future Tomboelo project in the Nevada
dusere, the chance encounber was brief, with lirile muore
than an exchange of names and o guick handshake. The
r|1I||||_‘||_||'1||1|'. rovink |,'||.|-|_'|_' 1 I]lr ||!TJ|_'|_' |'\-|' n Las 't"l_';;;p«.-
based construction company, where Chenin was inan
all-day, number-crunching team meeting for 8 loeal
residential build.

1 was just burmt out” recalls Chenin, who was
recently elevated iote the prestigious College of Felliws
af the American [nstitute of Architects, the ormniea-

tion's top teer, to which omly 3 percent of members ascemnd. “At the end ol
the mseeting, this woman comes in and she’s srunning, just dressed o the
wines, and she's with the owner of the company, touring the Bacilitg” They
said thelr quick ellos, and each continued on with their doe “And then
the fllowing year—it was Jamwary or February 2030~1 got 8 phone call
from ber, ssving she wanted oo meet”

Daring ber vigit o the constnection company; the client had seen images
TR TS q,l-'l'ﬂ' |I|,'|I|r|'l- ProEcis i ;Iqll (LIS ] ||1|||'|n|,l|,!|.\_|1.|'|:| |||,nl|.'|1 L[N |‘||-l| L'I.IE'I-lIIrII'I
which displayved o keen attention to detadl. “From the beginning, 1 knew i
was Ehe pipht fin” abe save 1 didnd abyep around because | dide't peed to—

I l:a TUIE L0 S il W0 TS 1550
LIFETL IS

P i D R, e
gl b | dhatugs b Ll

Wi

v L ok
eped Plapsh paien 7
wiiLigy o hofalde CiomT
i mg Fow e, whigho i
Vialimie Kagian SEpeond e
aild anad P Thang Ll s

ik L

Juls work I-||,:I-'|||r for lesell, What sers Danicl Aary
I= thar he doesn’t just design homes; he camtes
experkences, He listens in a way that makes von
feel completely understisnd, and he executes
e ntd |‘||_'r;|.| '|I.'i 1 e IR -

The project, which was slated to sig stop o
2.25-acre expanse, with views of the Hed Rock
mountaing and the Lax Yems Strip, held spe
wlal meandng for e client. 1t would be not only
Ier primary home but alse the continuation of
a |i||,',1|l,| 7|'||; li|'|.|ri'||. with |I|.-| i,|r|,- 1|:|$|'|J|!-.| s Tt
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eovisioned togethern” suys Chenin

Arthelr Birst meeting, the ellent laid out her concepd. “1 wanied some-
thing that fedt timeless—elegmnt but Hvabie" she explains, "My provioas
|'-|r.'|l.|' WAE YTy GONECIPDeAry, vory |1|_':-|-|'I 1 ||'||:-d|.'|||_ |||.'||_1 h.'|'||i|l i1 L] |'Ivr.'||r-
tiful, it just waso't me. I missed the bavers, the warmih, the charascter. From
thee stare, | told Danle] | wanted something diferent for this Bomse, somse-
tling that blended Ant Deco and Hollywood Regency influences with a
classic Ewropaenn sensihiling”

Imitindly, Chenin wasn't sure if be could pull off the mix of disparate
L1 ||,-_\- ifia I|;1i|||'~,| WY, |'|||I 1ha (REDOITLIALTY Do i,-!l,qll;ri||1|l|'|r WhE T |:-|g’||"-,1
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cha |||.-|-_'|_;|- Ty LSS L =Gl weas Hloe. “Whar [ want
Bat in your portioliof™ recalls the architect,
'-l\.l‘ll’lu,' past piajects ||_-1,|I COivhe i parary; "_l'l'-igq
wis intriguing, because what's mare exciting o
i rhaais som ll'!h'-lﬁ.l.: il vt dooie b fore ™
Alter the meeting, Chenin, a native Neva
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client’s directive when be was struck by an
image of the Hoover Dam, which sdts less than
20 miles from the building site. An Art Deco
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the Hollvwood Resenicy e, the monamental

banxiz  orchitechsral

“MYSTYLE IS VERY
LAYERED AND ECLECTIC. 1 LOVI
MIXING OLD AND NEW,
MODERN AND CLASSIC

il dark T o thit
in o departure from
darker finksl. Hoover

I never
it ao mwEch.” ke says. 00w
no | can't picture the house
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stories in a hall finished with a Hoor-w-ceiling hand-painied Fromental
will covering ond o mirrored back wall. A Bacearnt chandelier, o spocial
gift from the chent’s lage hosband. rounds out the space

Im thee kitehen and dining area (which alse holds a coxy seathing spor
perfect for morning coffee), o 13-foot-long La Cormue range in custom
whine takes center stage, flanked by onyx-backed storage portala. The
upace ks o sophisticated study bn materials, with applinnces hidden behind
brofse-doeared cabinetry and white-oak Aooring lald oot in an oversize-
herringhone pattern. Tucked behind the kitchen i 0 musemn-like room
with buili-in, kecklit floor-to-celling millwork where the homeowner dis-
plays ber large collection of vintage porcelain servingwane

ttention to detadl is evident at every turn, where elements such

as gold-leaf- and cerased-oak-rrimmed  bookshebes, stone

wainscoting, and ocoenis in blsck marble, burl womd, and

mahaguny ahoiid. This bespake approaach ebegmntly wndfies

Chenin's design, which & anchored by a commitment (o rogm-
to-rooim discovery, 1 wanted a home that trudy Rl like an oxperience”
says the owner, “where every roam had s own personalite bot still con-
rvcted io the everall visian”

The chent has three gnown chilidren and eight grandchildren who
often fill the house with mischief and Inugiver, bur when she’s alone,
she didn't want thimgs to feel boo cavernous. The primary suite is an easy
vacape—and a oft place to land. The toom’s loyensd materiality stares
with ubtra-plush wool carpeting corved into a unkpie mse-petal patiern,
and a eurved metl-and-fabrle sereen bocks the bed and ndghtsiands,
dompening noise and creating a comforting space. In the bathroom,
et an [trieate hand-blown chandelier by Baroviers Toso bekigs o hit
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of ferminine glamous, the freestanding tab s set
in front of a metal-beaded soreen, “As you meve
throsgh the roam, it shimmers" Chendn SIYE.
“Ir's kinad of like o desert thundersiorm,”

Just off the bedroom is o walk-in closet
with lacquerss cabinetry and 4 costom cen-
tral console with drowers, nooks, and niches
for all of the homspawner's aceessories, *1 love
my dressing oren” she says. It like stepping
b @ luxury bositque every day. The way Dan-
iel designed thor spoce, with every detail =0
thawpphidully executed. makes gettlng ready in
the moming beel like on experience.”

Ancl that was the goal from the ouiser. Fuor
daily, mundane tesks to feel special thanks 1o
& home's desipn simals & gprear success, In this
cave, it wns the result of o miented architect,
a cllent with a sharp eye, and an unexpecied
meeting on g lote-fall alternoon,

“Fram the very first renderings, 1 was
blown away,” the client says, “The design didn't
evalve mueh because Danfel got it right from
the start, He took evervthing [ wanted —every-
thilng 1 didi't even know | wanted—and tarmed
it into something boyond my expectatbons.
This house is trily & deeam come irie. Every
timme | walk through it, [ still can't believe it's
itk
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